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The offer was refused, and the King withdrew from the whole
affair in high dudgeon. He continued to promote both national
and ecclesiastical art. On lyth June, 1843, Ludwig appeared in
the Cathedral at Speyer and decided to add to the decoration of
this, the finest Romanesque Church in Germany. He gave
Schwanthaler the order to erect a monument to the Emperor
Rudolf of Habsburg, who was buried there. By honouring the
Habsburg royal family he wished to indicate that he wanted to
maintain the best relations with Austria, more particularly now
that his third son had become engaged to the Princess Auguste of
Toscana, and Hildegard to the Archduke Albrecht, the heir to the
victor of Aspern. Luitpold had always been his father's favourite:

Two and twenty years have passed since first you saw the light,
Yet never have you grieved our hearts but always brought delight/1

News now came from the troublous land in the South that on the
night of I4th to I5th September, 1843, the Cretan, Kalergis, a
partisan of Russia, had started a rising in Athens with the object
of forcing Otto to dismiss all foreigners from the service of the
State, and to draft a constitution. Otto was forced to submit and
within a month a National Assembly was convened. That will
lead to trouble! Poor Greece, poor Throne!' exclaimed the
indignant Ludwig, who regarded the matter as a personal insult.
He called upon the Great Powers to come to his son's aid.2
Metternich saw in it only the 'political rivalry of certain Powers,
which always . . . showed itself with unfortunate results in those
places where weakness prevails'.3

Nevertheless, Ludwig now turned to Metternich, who was more
easily accessible owing to the new family relationships with the
Austrian Empire: To me armed insurrection is the worst thing
possible.... I rely upon the weight of your influence, for you are
not only the Chancellor of the mighty Austrian Empire but also
the Nestor of diplomacy.' 4 King Otto was greatly alarmed, but
his Queen less so. 'I do not think the outlook is too black; with
God's help we shall survive the crisis/ she wrote to her father-in-
law.6 This was actually the case, and after the insurgents had
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